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The best way of finding this out
depends on the type of drain —
open drains are much easier to
check than closed ones.
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If open drains are used only for
runoff, they are dry in dry weather.
A quick walk along the drain can
give you a good idea of the extent
of the blockage. Frequently,
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the storm, and assign specific
team members to observe them
during rain. This can often clarify
the cause of the flooding, such as
inflows from other areas,  or
blocked inlets.
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The only way to observe hydraulic
performance is to study the drain

itself during storms. Such a survey
can find:

� overflow locations;

� bottlenecks and high head
losses, eg culverts; and

� obstructed entry to the drain,
(inlet  blockage, poor inlet
design, or poor surface
grading).

The drainage ‘network’ is more than
just the drain; it includes surface
and gutter flow, inlet flow, and




